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For more than thirty-five years, Rotary has been actively involved in raising a vast sum of money to fund 

the immunisation of children in a bid to eradicate Polio throughout the world. This campaign was helped 

enormously In recent years by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which pledged to give two dollars for 

each one raised by Rotary up to 450million Dollars. Rotarians from many countries have regularly 

volunteered to visit various affected countries and carry out the immunisation of children, which has now 

resulted in less than twenty cases of Polio being reported last year in just three small areas. These being in 

Pakistan, Nigeria and Afghanistan.  It will be a fantastic result to eradicate the world of what was clearly a 

horrendous paralysing disease which has killed or maimed millions of people throughout the world. 

Members of our Rotary club have been assisted by schoolchildren at many schools in the planting of purple 

coloured Crocus Corns in many prominent locations to publicise what Rotary has been doing over many 

years. The purple colour was chosen because every child who was immunised had a purple dye applied to 

one of their fingers to record their individual immunisation. Some photographs are attached below, 

ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ CŜŀǘƘŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ  

those of the Martin Frobisher School in Altofts. We wish to thank all the children and their teachers who 

were involved in this campaign. 

(Additional photographs are attached below) 
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